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Thucydides

History of the Peloponnesian Wars

Books 3-4

pp.194-347
1. (3.10) According to the Mytilenes, why was the alliance initially formed?
2. (3.34) What did Paches do to Hippias? 

3. (3.36) What changed the Athenians' minds in the affair of Mytilene?

4. (3.36) How does Thucydides describe Cleon?

5. (3.37-40) What is Cleon's basic argument for advocating ruthless force?

6. (3.44) What position does Diodotus take to argue against such ruthlessness?
7. (3.49) What saved the Mytilenians from destruction?

8. (3.68) Why did the Spartans side with the Thebans and destroy the Plataeans?

9. (3.82-84) What basic characteristics of man does Thucydides say causes such evil?

10. (3.82-84) In revolutionary times, what kind of people are most likely to “succeed”?

11. (3.82) Why does war bring out the worst in man?
12. (3.89) What was and what caused the catastrophes at Orobiae and Atalanta?
13. (3.107-113) What was “the greatest disaster that fell upon any single Hellenic city”? 

14. (4.5) How quickly did the Athenian soldiers fortify Pylos?

15. (4.18) According to the Spartan representatives, how is true wisdom shown?

16. (4.21) Why did the Athenians reject the treaty offer by the Spartans?
17. (4.24) According to Thucydides, what is the Charybdis of the legends? 
18. (4.28) What more do we learn about Cleon’s character here?
19. (4.40) What did the Spartan prisoner mean by the “clever arrows”?

20. (4.41) What do we learn about the Athenians’ character here? (cf. 4.21)

21. (4.46-48) What happened to the Corcyraeans who escaped to the high ground? 

22. (4.55) What did Athenian victories do to the Spartans? 

23. (4.62) According to Hermocrates, what is the greatest of all blessings? 

24. (4.65) What was the effect of good fortune on the disposition of the Athenians? 

25. (4.79) Who invited the Spartans to march north into Thrace?
26. (4.81) What kind of reputation did the Spartan general Brasidas have?
27. (4.86) What was the basic message Brasidas gave to the places to which he came? 

28. (4.100) How did the Boeotians make their flame-thrower (i.e. “engine”)?

29. (4.104-107) What role did Thucydides play in the war in Thrace?

30. (4.108) After the fall of Amphipolis, why did the Thracians side with Sparta? 
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